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can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1816 Excerpt: . used tor the abstract, there is, in the first place, a real personification, the subject
being in fact a mere quality both inanimate and insensible: nor do we lose the particularity implied in the
abstract, because, where this trope is judiciously used, there must be something in the sentence, which fixes the
attention specially on that quality. Thus, to recur to the preceding examples, when David and the king, though
known to be the same person, are contra-distinguished in the same line, the mind is laid under a necessity of
considering the word king as implying purely that which constitutes him such, namely, the royal power. The
same may be said of the other instances. So far indeed | agree with the objector, that wherever the trope is not
distinctly marked by the words with which it is connected, it is faulty and injudicious. It bgth og misses vivacity,
and throws obscurity on the sentiment. | have here examined the tropes so far only as they are subservient to
vivacity, by presenting to the mind some image, which, from the original principles of our nature, more
strongly attaches the fancy than could have been done by the proper terms whose place they occupy. And in.
this examination | have found, that they produce this effect in these four cases: first, when they can aptly
represent a species by an individual, or a genus by a species; secondly, when they serve to fix the attention...
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