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of formal inventiveness, remarkable empathy and, above all, mordant and insightful wit. . . . You can see that
from the ruins of the former Eastern bloc something has emerged with the power to survive and outlast the
world from which it came: the art represented by Mr. Ruge''s book, which has torn down the wall between
Russian epic and the Great American Novel." The New York Times "An important, highly accomplished debut
novel. . . . ADer reading and rereading we realize how carefully Ruge has placed each part of the puzz this
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fewer still publish one as impressive and internationally well received as this one. . . . Powerful . . . Ruge has
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