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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .the water rose was determined every day. The following table shows the
results of the experiment: At the time the top of the tube was wet the water was slowly rising, and no doubt
would have risen several inches higher. This great capillarity is of special importance and must be fully
considered before reclamation by irrigation. The surface of the soil is kept moist all the time and the rapid
evaporation from the surface causes the deposition of the alkali salts. It is undoubtedly this physical property
which renders the cultivation of the gypsum soils so difficult in the Pecos Valley. The New Mexico Experiment
Station has shown that, in itself, the gypsum is not harmful to plant growth, but in districts where water
contains alkali salts the cultivation of the gypsum can not be recommended. One of the most serious difficulties
in the way of reclamation of gypsum lauds would be their proper drainage. Canals, ditches, and laterals when
passing through the gypsum are found to lose quantities of water by seepage, both lateral and downward.
Cavities and underground channels are dissolved out in the gypsum, which makes it very A Gypsum Soil
Without The Usual Covering Of Loam, Near Florence, N. Mex. This material looks like white alkali, but is quite
free from this except where affected by seepage water difficult to drain the soil. Open drains have been seen in
which the water would flow in from one side, directly across the drain,...
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