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will not admit that the glitter and regal magnificence of the present day, produced by the wild extravaganc of
Wall St., can ever eclipse the solid grandeur and sterling worth of those old Knickerbocker families, who held
their court in Bleecker and Bond Sts. The house with which we have the most to do at present served Mr.
Benson s father, as it had himself, in the double capacity of a dwelling and a place of business; and Benson s
City Bank was noted far and near for its financial solidity, and the sterling integrity of its founders. The
unstained commercial record of a century had not been tarnished in the hands of the poor old man who lay
gasping for breath in the same chamber in which he first saw the light some seventy years before. Fortune had
been lavish of her favors and had showered wealth and honors on him...
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