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house of lords, he is sometimes there incog, to hear them, and
every peer fits and speaks with the same freedom as if the king
was absent. The full number of the house of commons is five
hundred fifty-eight; but if three hundred are met, it is called a
full house; and forty members, with the speaker, is a sufficient
number to make a house. They fit promiscuously upon forms,
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chair, with a table before him, the clerk sitting near him at the
table. None but the speaker wears a robe, except the members
of London, who at their first meeting appear in scarlet gowns,
and sit on the speaker s right hand. Their time of sitting is in the
forenoon: but upon urgent occasions they sit very late, and
sometimes...
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