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Excerpt: . .. 11 Machimura in Kyoto in early May showed that these two neighbors are working on resolving
their differences. We have urged our two allies and friends to continue to do so and not to allow their
differences to escalate. My own belief is that our demo-cratic allies have both the will and the ability to resolve
their disputes. But | can assure you, our consultations as part of the Six-Party process and our broader co-
ordination on strategic issues are not affected by these types of controversies, and our cooperation remains
strong. , .. AGAINST THIS BACKDROP U S POLICY With this complex tapestry of crosscutting issues and interests
as a backdrop, | would like to give you an idea of where we are going in our relationships with the countries of
the region. Secretary of State Rice, during her March visit to the region, articulated the goals of our policy
toward the region: security, opportunity, freedom. She told an audience in Japan that these goals are linked:
Security shelters the prosperity that oppor-tunity brings; security and prosperity, in turn, allow human
creativity to flourish - but human creativity can only flourish fully in freedom. These three goals shape our
policies toward the countries of North East Asia. RELATIONS WITH CHINA One of the key challenges before us -
and especially before the nations of the Asia-Pacific - is how to adapt to Chinas emergence as a regional and...
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